NOAA DI VI NG SAFETY BULLETIN #79-1

MEMORANDUM FOR: ALL NOAA DI VERS

FROM J. Morgan Wells

NOAA Di vi ng Coordi nat or
SUBJECT: Unsafe Practice
Reconmended Regul ati ons Change
Reconmended Regul ati ons Change
Definition of a “Dive”
Recommended Regul ati ons Change

agr®ONE

THE NOAA DI VI NG SAFETY BOARD HAS DI RECTED THE NOAA DI VI NG COORDI NATOR
TO I SSUE “DI VI NG SAFETY BULLETINS” AT SUCH TI MES AS HE SHALL DEEM
NECESSARY TO RAPI DLY ADVI SE ALL NOAA DI VERS OF | MPORTANT MATTERS WHI CH
RELATE TO DI VI NG SAFETY. He shall al so advise upon changes in
operating policies and procedures, recomended by the Safety Board, in
advance of fornmal Regul ati on changes, and shall pronul gate changes in
adm ni strative policies and procedures when necessary.

1. UNSAFE PRACTI CE

The NOAA Diving Regul ations — Safety Rule #14c — require each diver
to wear an “adequate inflatable vest or other flotation device”
while diving. Variable-volume suits (such as Unisuits and ViKking
Suits) provide a diver with adequate flotation and a neans of fine
buoyancy control. However, the Safety Board has determ ned that,
where power inflation and exhaust val ves/controls for these suits
are | ocated upon the chest, the use of an additional front-nounted
buoyancy conpensator is an unsafe practice.

2. RECOVMENDED REGULATI ON CHANGE

The Safety Board has comrenced efforts to devel op NOAA gui del i nes
and standards for “Exposure Suits and Conpensating Systems”. The
results of these efforts will be an integral part of a reconmended
change to the Equi pnent Section of the NOAA Diving Safety Rul es
which will establish a new policy regarding variable volune suits.

For approval to use variable volunme suits, any NOAA Diver rmust
have:

a. satisfactorily conpleted a m ni mum of three
hours of training in the use of these suits



(two hours of which nust have been in open
water) from qualified persons designated by
t he NOAA Diving Coordi nator; or equival ent
prior experience verified by a qualified
NOAA Unit Diving Oficer.

b. Denonstrated proficiency in use of such
suits through a checkout dive with a
qualified NOAA Unit Diving O ficer or his
desi gnee.

3. RECOVVENDED REGULATI ONS CHANGE

The Safety Board has reconmended a change in operating procedures
for the Scuba Diving Teans, Section 4(b)(2), as foll ows:

Scuba Diving Teans: Except under energency conditions, the buddy
System of at least two (2) divers will always be required. WHEN
CONDI TI ONS ARE SUCH THAT THE PROBABI LI TY OF SEPARATION IS HI GH
SUCH AS LOW VI SIBILITY, SOVE FORM OF DI RECT CONTACT (PHYSI CAL OR
VI SUAL) BETWEEN DI VERS SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED. TRAINEES W LL AT ALL
TIMES BE WTHI N PHYSI CAL OR VI SUAL DI STANCE FROM OTHER QUALI FI ED
MEMBERS OF THE DI VE TEAM SUCH THAT ASSI STANCE MAY BE EASI LY
RENDERED | N THE EVENT THAT TROUBLE OCCURS. In the event that
diving is shallowwith a restricted area, with water conditions
of low velocity and turbidity, the buddy diver nmay remain at the
surface fully equi pped, maintaining contact with the working
diver at all tinmes. A surface attendant shall be present in the
i medi ate area any tinme diving conditions require it.

4, DEFINITION OF A “D V&

For purposes of the NOAA Diving Regul ations and as a matter of
official policy, the Safety Board has approved the foll ow ng
definition of a “Dive”.

A dive is that tinme and activity spend on and beneath the
Surface of the water by a person equi pped with diving gear

A dive is conpleted when the diver (a) |eaves the water, or

(b) returns to the surface and then resubnmerges to perform

a different activity. During initial training, no nore than one
dive will be credited for each cylinder of air used.

5. RECOMVENDED REGULATI ONS CHANGES

The Safety Board has recommended a new Diving Safety Rule which wll
be incorporated into the Regul ations.

14j . Emer gency Oxygen Resuscitator. An energency oxygen
resuscitator, capable of ventilating a non-breathing person
shall be at each dive site. Divers (and diver support
personnel) shall be trained in the use of this equi pnent.

The requirement for oxygen resuscitators at each dive site has
been a nmandatory inposed by the Diving Coordinator in the past
several nonths.



	79-1
	79-2
	79-3
	79-4
	79-5
	81-1
	81-2
	83-1
	84-1
	84-2
	86-1
	86-2
	86-3
	86-4
	87-1
	87-2
	87-3
	88-1
	89-1
	89-2
	90-1
	90-2
	90-3
	90-4
	90-5
	90-6
	91-01
	91-02
	91-03
	92-01
	92-02
	92-03
	92-04
	93-01

